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Franklin Tomorrow releases results
of business breakfasts with mayors

On Oct. 1, and Oct. 6, 2009, Franklin Tomorrow’s Business Task Force held breakfast meetings for community leaders at Boxwood Bistro in front of The Factory at Franklin in Franklin. 

More than 120 people attended the meetings with Franklin Mayor John Schroer and County Mayor Rogers Anderson, answering three questions developed by Franklin Tomorrow’s Business Task Force, chaired by businessman Steve Eddy.

“The questions we asked were meant to ask these business leaders about the local economy and their perspective,” Eddy said, adding the structure of the breakfast included several opportunities to share information. Attendees were provided questions on cards, which were answered anonymously. 

Questions asked were:

• What, if any, local government mandates or regulations serve as obstacles to conducting your business?

• Other than the national economic crisis, generally what is the biggest hurdle your business has faced in 2009?

• What could our city or county governments or support organizations like Franklin Tomorrow do to enhance your ability to conduct your business?

The answers to each question were compiled and are in the report. The results of a facilitated discussion between the business leaders and the mayors is included as an addendum at the end of the report.

After reviewing the report, the Business Task Force of Franklin Tomorrow sees the following as the most discussed items:

· Communication between the Business community and the Government

· Promotion of Franklin as a viable place to do business

· Streamline approvals and systems for planning and codes

· The availability to money

· Ability to address the new entrepreneur

Schroer and Anderson met Monday with Eddy and other members of Franklin Tomorrow’s leadership including Executive Director Natalie Dodd, President Mindy Tate and Board Member Dan Ryan and both elected officials pledged their support to continue to address the issues raised by through the report.

“While many of the concerns voiced by those attending the breakfasts related to city functions, the creation of a pro-business environment is something we are interested in across Williamson County,” Anderson said. “Records indicate Williamson County is a hot spot for entrepreneurship and we have also enjoyed great success in recruiting and retaining medium to large corporations. Enhanced 

communication with the business community is something I wholeheartedly support.”

Schroer said the breakfasts had allowed him to interact with a new group of business leaders and thanked Franklin Tomorrow for organizing the events.

“Through enhanced communication with the business community we can make sure that decision makers have independent knowledge of the development process and can better monitor the work being done by professionals they may hire in the development process,” Schroer said. “Franklin’s high standards for development are sometimes misunderstood, but have played a key role in ensuring the quality of the businesses we attract to the area and our strong tax base.”

In early 2010, another event will be scheduled with the mayors to give a more detailed response to the report and to determine how Franklin Tomorrow will move forward, although Business Task Force members will continue to study the hundreds of responses found in the report.

“One thing that comes through loud and clear in this report is that those already doing business in Franklin and Williamson County believe it is a great place to do business,” Eddy said. “We believe the Business Task Force can play a role in enhancing that and be a conduit for government and business to work more closely.”

Franklin Tomorrow is a non-profit community organization that communicates a shared and evolving Vision for the future of Franklin and focuses that Vision through education, advocacy, evaluation, implementation, and recognition of the Vision's specific goals and strategies.

For more information about the report, contact Franklin Tomorrow at (615) 794-0998 or Executive Director Natalie Dodd at Natalie@franklintomorrow.org.

Mission: Franklin Tomorrow is a non-profit community organization that communicates a shared and evolving Vision for the future of Franklin and focuses that Vision through education, advocacy, evaluation, implementation, and recognition of the Vision's specific goals and strategies.
