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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE






FIRST FARMERS SPONSORS ADDITIONAL
“BREAKFASTS WITH THE MAYORS” FOR FRANKLIN TOMORROW 
Interested businessmen and women wanting to attend next event urged to save the date

FRANKLIN, Tenn.  (March 1, 2010) – First Farmers and Merchants Bank of Williamson County has announced the bank will sponsor three more “Breakfast with the Mayors” events for Franklin Tomorrow to continue enhancing Williamson County’s pro-business environment. 
The next breakfast in the series will be held Thursday, March 11th at the Factory in Franklin and those interested in attending are encouraged to contact Franklin Tomorrow Executive Director Natalie Dodd at 794-0998 or natalie@franklintomorrow.org.  
“Because of the businessmen and women who live and work here and organizations like Franklin Tomorrow which improves the area’s economic environment, we believe that Franklin -- and Williamson County as a whole -- is a great place for business, ,” said R. Craig Holland, Williamson County president, First Farmers.  “Fostering open communication between businesses and government – which is exactly what these breakfasts do – makes a lot of sense because the healthier the communication here, the greater likelihood businesses including First Farmers will find success.  That’s one of the reasons why our bank is prospering in Williamson County.”

The first two breakfasts were held in October 2009 with both Franklin Mayor John Schroer and County Mayor Rogers Anderson in attendance answering questions posed by Franklin Tomorrow’s Business Task Force, which is chaired by businessman Steve Eddy.  The issues most on businesspersons’ minds at those gatherings included:

· Communications between the business community and government
· Promotion of Franklin as a viable place to do business

· The streamlining of approvals and systems for planning and codes

· The availability of capital
· The ability to facilitate new entrepreneurs

“We’re pleased to have someone like Craig and First Farmers step in to help us further implement this event which has helped us gain valuable insight for our city’s future,” said Natalie Dodd, Franklin Tomorrow executive director.  “Both he and the bank have a real  desire to see Franklin flourish and understand that can happen best when everyone participates.  We’re very appreciative of this support.”
Franklin Tomorrow (www.franklintomorrow.org) is a community-wide effort to create and implement a shared vision for the future of Franklin, Tennessee.  Its Business Task Force encourages communication between the citizens of Franklin, government and businesses creating opportunities to identify ways to support local business and the community.  

The group’s March breakfast will once again feature a question-and-answer session with the mayors, as well as more roundtable discussions.   Breakfasts will also be held in June and September.

###
About First Farmers & Merchants Bank

Founded in 1909, First Farmers & Merchants Bank (Member FDIC) is one of the most successful independent banks in Tennessee, with total assets of approximately $935 million and deposits in excess of $772 million.  An additional $2.7 billion in assets is held by its Trust & Financial Management Department. Headquartered in Columbia, Tenn., the bank operates 17 offices in a seven-county area in Middle Tennessee that includes Maury, Lawrence Marshall, Hickman, Giles, Dickson and Williamson counties. It is distinguished by its commitment to traditional, personal banking relationships that incorporate state-of-the-art technology to provide the highest possible level of service. For additional information, visit www.myfirstfarmers.com or call the main office at 931.388.3145. 

Media Contact:   Frank Limpus   C:  615.668.9938   E:  frank.limpus@jathinking.com
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